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SUB J : PRESIDENT TO REPRESENT IRELAND AT TE DEUM 

IRELAND WILL BE REPRESENTED AT THE NOVEMBER 27 TE DEUM BY 
PRESIDENT CEARBHALL O'DALAIGH. THE DECISION WAS APPARENTLY 
TAKEN BY THE CABINET YESTERDAY. THE PRESIDENT IS ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL JOHN BURKE. THE PARTY ARRIVES TODAY 
NOVEMBER 26 AND IS EXPECTED TO RETURN FRIDAY. FOLLOWING IS 
BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. 

CEARBHALL O'DALAIGH (PRONOUNCED: CARROLL O’DAWLEY), PRESIDENT OF 
IRELAND, ADDRESSED AS MR. PRESIDENT 

ONE OF THE MOST DISTINGUSHED IRISHMEN OF HIS GENERATION, CEARBHALL 
O'DALAIGH, 64, SUCCEEDED THE LATE ERSKINE CHILDERS AS PRESIDENT OF 
IRELAND ON 19 DECEMBER 1974. THE POSITION IS A LARGELY CEREMONIAL ONE. 

AN EMINENT JURIST, O'DALAIGH HAD BEEN SERVING AS A JUDGE OF THE 
EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE SINCE JANUARY 1973. BEFORE THAT HE HAD 
BEEN CHIEF JUSTICE OF IRELAND FOR OVER A DECADE (1961-73). 

THE IRISH MEDIA DESCRIBE HIM AS "A MAN OF BROAD CULTURE WITH A 

DEEP, PASSIONATE AND HUMANE LOVE OF THE IRISH LANGUAGE” "A 

MAN OF GREAT SENSITIVITY" ...."A MAN FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES AND FOR 
THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL." AMEMBASSY DUBLIN HOLDS O'DALAIGH 
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IN HIGH ESTEEM. SOFT SPOKEN AND UNASSUMING, THE PRESIDENT IS A 
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BRILLIANT MAN, AN EXCELLENT LINGUIST AND AN INTERESTING 
CONVERSATIONALIST, WHO IS WELL VERSED ON IRISH CULTURAL AND 
HISTORICAL SUBJECTS. MARRIED SINCE 1934 TO THE FORMER MAIRIN 
DHIARMADA, O'DALAIGH HAS NO CHILDREN. GENTLE, GRACIOUS AND 
DIGNIFIED, MRS. O'DALAIGH IS A DISTINGUISHED, WIDELY RESPECTED 
CELTIC SCHOLAR. 

CURLEY 
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